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Planning services: Greater transparency needed

July 2025

Senior Planning Consultant Chris Crew was recently interviewed by BBC News Guernsey on the States of Guernsey's Development &

Planning Authority's 17% increase in planning and building control application fees.

The interview also covered the property industry's concerns on the timeliness of planning decisions in Guernsey - how 'slow and
unwieldy' decisions can have a knock-on effect on the costs of developments - concluding that these two factors are putting people off
obtaining the correct planning permissions.

Having stopped the regular publication of performance statistics in 2020, Chris welcomed the DPA's recent decision to publish ‘regular
operational updates, such as performance statistics covering timescales for determination of planning applications, alongside reports
monitoring the effectiveness of Island development plan policies.’

Chris said: 'Effective scrutiny identifies how and where processes and decisions could be improved and how to prevent mistakes being
made or repeated.

'Without effective monitoring and the regular, open and transparent publication of Planning Service performance statistics, it will
become increasingly difficult for politicians, service managers, building and environment professionals, applicants, researchers, the
media and communities to hold the planning system to account, to measure, make informed judgements on, and communicate its
efficiency, effectiveness and value, and to benchmark its performance against other comparable jurisdictions.'

You can read more on this in these articles Planning services: \Who watches the watchers? and Planning_ in the Channel Islands: Time

for 'special measures'?
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This note is a summary of the subject and is provided for information only. It does not purport to give specific legal advice, and before acting, further advice should always be
sought. Whilst every care has been taken in producing this note neither the author nor Collas Crill shall be liable for any errors, misprint or misinterpretation of any of the matters set
out in it. All copyright in this material belongs to Collas Crill.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjrlyxw9ey1o
https://www.collascrill.com/articles/planning-services-who-watches-the-watchers/
https://www.collascrill.com/articles/planning-in-the-channel-islands-time-for-special-measures/
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